
Using The Steel Index 

 Receive reliable price information on a consistent basis for 
different regions around the world 

 Spot emerging pricing trends 

 Identify opportunities in the global market place 

 Chart multiple products and markets against domestic prices 
to spot differentials opening up 

 Select small date ranges for greater sensitivity in trends 

 Volume units and currencies harmonised automatically 

For anyone involved in the steel industry, the 
fact that the world is an increasingly 
globalised marketplace has become more and 
more apparent  in recent years. With new 
markets and sources of supply opening up, as 
well as increasing harmonisation of quality, 
the fluidity of steel product supply has never 
been greater. 
 
Nevertheless, whilst the world is an 
increasingly ‘small’ place, gathering reliable 
information about steel prices around the 
world requires global reach and extensive 
local contacts.  
 
The Steel Index bridges national borders and 
by gathering transaction price data from a 
deep pool of data partners, spanning the 
entire steel supply chain, produces robust and 
trustworthy prices that you can rely on. 

4 steps to identify opportunities 

1. Enter the price area 

2.  Select the price series 

3.  Customise your view  

4.  Download data and analyse 
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Furthermore, because we track steel prices on a weekly basis and iron ore prices on a daily basis, 
you can see emergent trends in pricing before other people are reporting them. This data can help 
inform you of the current attractiveness of imports, or whether your domestic market prices are likely 
to play catch-up with other regions. 
 
In the 9 month period from the end of July 2008 to April 2009, US hot rolled prices moved from 
US$1,095 per s.ton to US$407 per s.ton. This was undoubtedly an exceptional time. Nevertheless, 
even if we exclude this period, there is no doubt whatsoever that steel price volatility has increased 
significantly since the long period of ‘pre-China’ market oversupply. 
 
As such, accuracy of steel price reporting has never been so critical. Equally, it has never been so 
crucial that prices are gathered in a consistent, verifiable and frequent manner across all regions. 
The price discovery function of The Steel Index satisfies all of these requirements, so you can be 
confident in the inter-regional price accuracy of our published data, because we use a single, proven 
methodology across all regions. 

Track import/export threats and opportunities 
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2. Selecting a price series Once logged in, select the price 
series from the drop down list 
which you wish to benchmark 
yourself against. 

1. Log in and enter price area Enter your registered email 
address and your password, or if 
you are already logged in simply 
click Price Area button. 
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3. Customise The analyser allows you to 
customise the view to whichever 
reporting frequency period you 
prefer (weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
annually).  
 
If you have particular start and 
end dates for your benchmarking, 
select them here also, or leave 
blank for the full price history. 
Press ‘analyse’ to re-calculate. 

 

Using The Steel Index:  
Track import/export threats 

and opportunities 
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4. Download & analyse 

 

Pressing ‘Download’ wi l l 
automatically export the data into 
an Excel file which will open 
automatically.  
 
From here, you can map the 
price differentials between your 
domestic market and other 
regions.  
 
Assuming you subtract ‘other’ 
regions’ prices from your 
domestic prices, the x axis will 
continuously represent your 
price.  
 
 
Any positive figures will indicate 
the extent to which your market 
is higher priced than others, 
whilst negative numbers indicate 
other markets having higher 
prices. 
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 Imports potential  Exports potential 

 

For a more ‘sensitive display’, select a smaller date range and rearrange the axis. 

Using The Steel Index:  
Track import/export threats 

and opportunities 

Contact The Steel Index for more information 
 

Email:  info@thesteelindex.com  
UK    + 44 (0) 20 7645 9415 
Asia   + 65 6227 7811 
China   + 86 21 5110 5490 
USA   +1 412 431 0584 


